f FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 27. 1955, THE HERALD

B FLORIDA OPEN SCORES, 120

By MERIO

Herakd Sports Wrtter

lvan Lendl, former world-ranked
No. | tennis pEaF-cr, played his first
Florida Open goll tournament Thurs-
day paired with Jerry Springer.

Il Lendl's playing partner was the TV
talk show host, and not the 28-year-old
Nike Tour pro from West Palm Beach,
yesterday's cpisode might have been:
How a past champion copes with fatlure.

On the par-71 Cypress Course at
Pomparo Beach's Palm-Aire Country
Club. Lend! shot 84, Only he didnt
know it when he loaded his clubs in the
car

“1 didn’t care 10 add up that many
strokes.” Lend| said with a tight gnin,
bag resting on his car trunk. his face and
neck reddened by the sun, “This was

Lendl finds newest challenge in golf

Tennis legend struggles to 84

probabl:
shot ¢
s 76."

Eric Anderson of Deerficld Beach
ltasnés the T2-hole pro tournament afler
a

Lendl does not take his golf game
l:iht!y. but it does nol consume him
like tennts did. Yet golf has done the
one thing for Lendl his former sport
could not: It has humanized the player
tennis fans loved to hate.

the worst | ever could have
ay. A medium day now for me

His dour countenance and gnm
approach made Lendl an unpopular
tennis champion despite his record 270
weeks ranked No. | and his 94 career
titles, second only to Jimmy Connors

Golfers filid someone difTerent.

“He's very, very friendly,” said
Springer. a mini-tour veteran who shot
a disappointing 77 himself. “He's easy
1o play with, always concentrating. He
has a really good attitude.”

After a small Nurry of press when he
started playing mini-lour events a year
ago, Lendl doesn’t atiract much atten-
tion now. A gallery of just two people
followed Lendl and Springer forlm!ast
six holes Thursday.

They saw Lendl land twice tn 2 sand
trap, tis ball dic 1n a clusier of palm
fronds, watched him scramble o save
par four mes. They also saw Lend!
stay composed on a day windy enough

to test the patience of velerans.

These days, no one asks him for
autographs. Lendl” hasa’t won any
money since joining the South Florida
Golf Tour about a year ago. Yet golfcrs
on this level love 1o be pawred with him.

“They try to pick his brain,” said
Tom Eubank, owner of the South Flor-
ida Goll Tour and the Florida Open.
“They want to know how he became
that mentally tough.™

Dressed in beige Levi Dockers, while
shint and white golf visor, Lendl, 36,
looked like any other competitor trving
1o grnd out a living playing in golf's
minor leagues. But he's far from . He's
a millionaire (521 million in his | T-year
tenmis career) and a centain Hall-of-
Famer after a career that saw him win
cight Grand Slam tournaments.

Goll's another world,

FOE RIMICUS SR | Harskd
FOLLOW THROUGH: Ivan Lend!, why
plays lett-handed, tees off on No. 4

SPORTS TODAY

San The Hersld 8 TV book bor comphets Seings
Television

pm @ Bassbell, Marins-Astros
Cable television

1pm. TE Men's goit, Buck Chal-
enge

lpm. W1 Sanioc goll, Vantaga
Championship

lpm. [T41] Auto racing, Tyson Hoily
Farms 4)0 quaditying

320pm. =N Besaball, Pirates-Cubs

730pm.  J64 Socowr, MLS playclts
MetroStars-United

TMpm. Bassbell, Braves-Expos

120pm. (= Bavebsll, Prilkes-Mats

tpm [#5] Baseball, Write Sox-
Twins

B30pm. [ Boxing Duran-Culber
isuprer mddiaweghie)

Radio

e0Spm  Bassball, Marlns-Astrcs, WOAM
(580}, WCMQ (1210, Spanish).
WIHO (1230 PB) WIMG (103 9
FM, Kery Largo, Spanish) WKWF
11600, Keays), WSKF (107 6FM,
Féys, Spanish)

South Florida avants

FOOTBALL

B UM Coach's Breakiast: T:45am

Guest: Coach Chuck Pagano. $12. UM Fec-

ity Club 1550 Brescia Ave (across rom

Mark Light Stadesm). Coral Gables T:45

am (305) 284-2491

B UM Cosch's Lunchean: Noon. Guest

assistant lootball coach Grag Mark, also,

men's basketbal coach Leonard Hamion

and woman's basketball coach Ferna Labatl,

$13 for mambars and $15 lor non-members.

110 Tower, Tth hoor, 110 SE 6in 51, Fort

Lauderdeie (854)421-8525

PARIMUTUELS

B Ca'dar Rocn Course: 1 155 m, 21001
W 270 Ave , Miarme §2-§4 admassion, $2-54
parkng [304) 8251311

@ Dania Jai-Alsi: 7:15 p.m. (Simulcast
harness racing avaianie) 301 €. Dania Beach
Bivd §1.50 gonersl admiseon, $2t0 §7
resarved Prices inciude parking and pro-
gram (305) §435-4345 (Dade) (954) 920-1511
(Broward) of (407) 426-4330 (N, Broward and
5. Paim Besch).

1 Flaglat Grayhound Track: 7 30pm.
(Srvicasting 1 p.m.). 40V NW amnh G §1
penecal somson, §3 chubhouse 1305)
5483000

L m e e dsaalinA

By BUSAN MILLER DEGNAN
Herald Sports Writer

The cover of the 1996 University
of Mittsburgh football media guide 15
almost as indicative of the state of
Pitt football as 1s the team’s 21-49-1
record since 1990

Crowding the cover vollage:
Coach Johnny Majors, headsel on,
ganing ahead. Above hum: a nowspa-
per headline that reads One Champ.
s P, To the
left: Tony Dorsett
haisting  quarter-
back Mait Cavan-
augh on the cover
of Sports  1us-
trated with giant
blue and gold let-
Lers SCICAnIng
o MITT IS 1T

And onc more
thing: the words
Il Annmversary
1976 Natrenal Championship

There 15 no happiness over Pt
football these days, and, except for a
perfect season two decades ago. not
much to promote on its media puide
cover. Many of the University of
\iami Hurnicanes (3:0) who will
muet the it Panthers (1-3) at noon
Saturday in the Orange Bowl were
nut yet born when Pitl went 12-0
and won s last natonal champion-
ship. They were learning thar ABCs
when the “Beast of the East.” featur-
ing names ke Dan Marino, Hugh
Gireen, Mark May, Bill Fralic and
Dorsett, rumbicd 1o a 79-15-2 record
fram 1976 to 1983 — the glory

years.
What happened?

‘Seratehing our heada'

“Weve done 2 tremendous
amount of scratching our heads.”
said Majors, 61, who brought Pitt

from the abyss to the promised land
= Dl R T T T |

PITT NOW PITIF

YESTERYEAR

Pitt a long way from glory

about now, We sometimes lose the
fast ball. We all ¢o.”

Cavanaugh, the All-American
quaricrback who led the Panthers to
their natenal championship season
and sull lauds Majors, sharcs a the-
ary behind Pitt’s decline with others
who have played there or are
invalved with college football: lack
of consistency in coaching

“Coaching consistency 15 one of
the things you look for in programs
that historically have done well”
aid Cavanaugh, who now coaches
quanerhacks for the San Francisco
a%crs. “When you start changing
them 1t huns the program, and il
really hurts recruling. Astis Pitt1s
an urban campus i a bluc-collar
town where iUs cloudy 230 days a
year, Players looking for a grassy
knoll or sunny days are not going L0
go ce. 11 they're not winning.
they're not going 1o get recruits.”

Big coaching turnover

John Congemi. the former St
Thomas Aquinas star from Lauder-
dale Lakes wha took over as quarier-
back in 1983 after Manno gradu-
ated, said, “the Pt coaching
lurnover was hizarre.”" The Panthers
have had five head coaches (Jackie
Sherrill, Foge Fano, Gotifried.
Hacketl, Majors) since Majors left
after his national championship to
coach his alma mater, Tennessec.
The assistant ¢oaches came and
went even more frequently,

“The [assistant] coaches who
should have stayed — the Andy
Urbanics, the Joc Moores, the Ron
Turners — lefl,” smd Congemi, &
SportsChannel color analyst for UM
games. “Those puys slowly slipped
away from the program and were
replaced by people not s talented. 1
had at least four offensive coordina-
Lars in five years. We're tatking four
completely dsﬂcrcm{‘pﬁenm. In

P e ]

Associaled Press
TONY D; Tony Dorsett was the star
running back on the 1976 national
championship team

HUGH GREEM: Hewon the
Lombardi Award in 1980 as the
defensiva anchor of another

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Tech keeps

Duke winle

From Herald Stafl and Wire Reports

ATLANTA — Jos Hamitton hoohed up Wit
Middlston on two touchdown passes. Cd
rushed for more than 100 yards and a TD
defense scored twice — ail in the first ha
Georgia Tech's 48-12 rout of winless r
Thursday night.

Tech (3-1 overall, 31 Atlantic Coast
ence) had 310 vards in offense in the ope
minutes and a 38-0 lead. Yellow Jacket
Georgs OLsary sat his starting offense and de
the second halll

Duke {0-4. 0-2 ACC) managed only 95 1
34 coming on a pass on a (ake-punt — and
downs in the opeming half i continuing |
start since goung 0-7 1n 1983,

Tech scored on all but one of its five |
possessions. and did not punt.

SEC a winner at tha bank

Internal Revenue Service reports show
Southeastern Conference — with no di
cx:mEt status and a product that sells ity
arguably the richest of the NCAA's 10 Div
athletic conferences.

Skyrocketing television dollars from foo
basketball helped push the SEC's total res
§54.6 million during the 1993-95 acader
the last period for which records are aval

The Big Ten had 1olal revenues of =0
million. according to IRS reports and e
cials. and the Pac-10 took in $32.5 mullic

FLORIDA STATE

Final cuneup for Tar Heels

FSU's last practice before Saturda
against | 1th-ranked North Carolina foul
Bobby Bowden a salemn man. *

“You get the feeling of North Carolin
in here, you better be in the Miami attitu
den s.‘nd? “You better be in the Florida a

“ln the last twe ball games, we were 1
favored, and probably had them outmar

ou could get by with sleppy play . . . and
n this one. you better go out I?‘P-Tlll.“’d [

YL
FLORIDA
DE Davis demoted ]




